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10 years!!!! 
Yes Elevate has 
been running 

for 10 years and 
once again 
this year didn’t 

disappoint, proving to be an 
awesome week, with some amazing young people and a fantastic 
bunch of volunteers all joining together for some brilliant activities, 
games and workshops. 
 

As well as the return of some regular favourites to 
the programme with trips to Quaywest, Woodlands, 
beach BBQ’s and inflatables, we were able to add 

new elements to the 
programme such as a 
percussion work shop with 
the excellent Lyndon Forster, 
and a live radio broadcast 
through new friends from 
“Sound Communities”.  We also added new 
activities to our Friday Big Choice with 
Reach Outdoors’ giant paddleboard, raft 
building and bush craft sessions.  Add into 

that the “Lego Masters” workshop, which kept 
Matt entertained, and it all added up to one of the best Elevate 
weeks yet. 
 

The WildFire programme was as crazy as ever with Philip and Joel 
Ward at the helm, with opportunities for games, team discussions, 
stories and testimonies of real faith in action. 
 



A big thank you goes to Joel and everyone at Upton 
Vale Baptist Church for letting us use your building 
once again, it makes a big difference to have such 
a great venue for the week. 
 

As always we are incredibly grateful to the 
amazing volunteer team who 
came along to cook, clean, tidy, 

drive and generally make sure 
everything ran smoothly, they were 

amazing.  Equally we’re always inspired by the 
dedication of our team leaders who give up the 
whole week to come and serve alongside the 
young people, demonstrating the love of God in 
practical and often messy ways. 
 

It is because of their 
commitment and desire to see the best in 
the young people that they work with, that 
meant we saw young people asking to 
find out more about God and his love for 
them. 
 

The Elevate journey doesn’t stop here as 
we seek to continue these young peoples 
positive engagement with God, through 

what we as LiNX do in schools and what the local church is doing in 
it’s local youth provisions.  Elevate is only the very beginning of this 
story and over it’s 10 years of existence we know the impact it has 
had with young people, now engaged in churches, from previous 
years keen to come back to serve as part of the team. 
 

We love this impact and the work 
that God is doing  through 
Elevate, and as we begin to think 
about Elevate 2020 maybe you’d 
like to come and join us too. 
 

The LiNX Team 



I first got involved in LiNX 
just before it started in 
1997. I went to one of the 

final planning meetings 
to represent my 

church, St Matthias, which was one 
of the founder churches. 
 

It was impossible not to feel excited about the vision for a schools’ 
worker in Torbay, however, I did not become a trustee until a 
couple of years later. That came about as God decided that Nigel 
Taylor, the first project manager, and his wife Mary should buy the 
house next door but one! We quickly became friends and from 
there it was a short step to becoming a trustee and company 
secretary for LiNX. It is 20 years since I became a trustee and I 
have seen the work blessed and great progress made since then. 
 

Major advance has been in the expansion of staff from the original 
one to seven and to expand the number of schools that we serve. 
This has not been without its difficulties, but the work has always 
continued and expanded. This is even more remarkable as LiNX is 
a faith work depending on giving for its income, but God has never 
let us down and always provided for what the trust needs. 
 

I’ve been most excited to see our workers in more and more 
schools and now going to pupil referral units to help in some very 
difficult situations. I have also been excited to see the outreach 
grow particularly with Elevate reaching out to young people 
throughout Torbay. 
 

What of the future? As trustees we always look to maintain and 
expand the work, to reach more and more 
young people throughout Torbay and, in what 
are increasingly difficult times, to help young 
people to access Christian answers to the 
many problems they face, which I think are 
much more complicated now than when I 
was a teenager. 
 

It has been a joy and a privilege to be 
involved in Linx and it has given me a 
great sense of achievement over the 
(now many) years. I look forward to the 
future with great anticipation. 
                                                    Phil Miles 

Meet  LiNX’s  
Longest Serving 
Trustee 



*SAVE THE DATE* 
 

Friday 22
nd

 
November 2019 

 

St Cuthbert Mayne 
School, Torquay 

Refreshments from 7pm 
Start at 7:30pm 

 

As we spend most of our 
time in schools, we thought 
‘let’s take our supporters in 
with us’!  The LiNX Annual 
Celebration is having a 
revamp and this year it will 
look quite different.  St 
Cuthbert Mayne have 
agreed to host us and we 
might even hear from 
young people and members 
of staff first hand… and 
not just from St 
Cuthbert Mayne, 
our hope is 
that 

students and staff from a few other schools will 
also join us for the evening too. 
 

We will celebrate the variety of work that 
we are delivering across the school 
communities, and we also 
celebrate what God is doing in 
and through the young people 
themselves.  We hope to encourage 
you all with real life stories, and to 
motivate you to continue praying 
and giving as the need for this 
work is greater than ever. 
 

See you there! 

LiNX 
Celebration 
Evening 

Venue: St Cuthbert Mayne School, 
Trumlands Road, Torquay, Devon, TQ1 4RN 
Limited parking available in school car park 

Car  
Park 



In November 
2018 a survey 

was published on 
the ‘Mental Health of Children and 

Young People in England’ which stated 
that nearly 1-in-7 teenagers had a mental 

health disorder, compared to 1-in-9 in 
1999. Leading UK Christian youthwork 

organisations, such as Youthscape and The 
Mind & Soul Foundation, are investing  in this 

area as a practical, gospel centred, response. We 
are seeing the reality of this locally, with the amount of 

one-to-one mentoring that schools are requesting from 
us on the increase, and more students that are struggling with 
anxiety and self esteem issues. Currently, Philip, Jordan and myself 

support students on a one to one basis across a number of 
schools, and it is a privilege to journey with young people 
like this. 
 

I mentor students in The Spires College and St Cuthbert 
Mayne school. Students are referred to me via pastoral staff in the 
school for a variety of reasons. Some are struggling with low self 
esteem, some with anxiety issues and others with anger issues. I 
initially commit to meeting with each student for half an hour a week 
for 6 weeks.  
 

The first session is always the same and is about getting to know 
the student.  I ask a lot of questions around the subjects of school, 
friends, home, hopes and dreams, frustrations etc. This helps me 
understand something about them and their needs. I also ask them 
to fill out a form which explores their emotional health. (a version of 
this is in the box on the right if you want to have a go). This is just a 

snap shot of how they are feeling at that particular 
moment but it provides a good starting point.  

 

From then on, as I get to know the student and 
their different needs, I tailor the sessions to them, 
providing space for students space to talk about 

Day in the 
life of  a 
mentor 



their thoughts and 
feelings, whilst using a 
variety of other 
resources, created by 
LiNX and other 
professionals, as an aid 
to discussion and as a 
visual way to manage 
difficult emotions and 
help to pinpoint what 
might be causing their 
difficult emotions and 

find ways to deal 
with them. 
 

At the end of 
the 6 weeks 
most 

students will be in a 
position to manage 
their emotional health 
better and they set 
some short, medium 
and long term goals to 
keep them on track. 
Some students require 
ongoing support so I 
may meet with them for 
a few more weeks, with 
advice from the school. 
 

I feel so privileged to do this work and know that I 
could not do it without God who gives me wisdom, 
patience and compassion. I pray that all the 
students I meet will somehow encounter God’s 
love for them through me. 
 

   
 

Emotional Health Questionnaire 
Mark yourself out of 5 for these statements 

(1 – I never feel like this - 5 – I usually feel like this) 

Charlie Haywood 

 I wake up in the morning looking forward to 
the day 

 I feel like others are better than me 

 I wish my friends were nicer to me 

 I can’t control my anger  

 I feel like a failure  

 I like who I am 

 I worry a lot 

 I feel shy  

 I wish I was happier 

 I wish I had more confidence  

 I am optimistic about the future 

 I feel odd and out of step with the world 

 I struggle with anxiety 

 I feel overwhelming sadness 

 I would like a few more  
close friends 



LiNX Prayer Diary  
Autumn  2019 

September 
Week Beginning 

2nd • Schools starting back this week. 

9th • Listener training led by Philp at CFGS begins this week. 

16th • Pray for the newly restarted clubs and afterschool drop-ins. 

23rd • “Body Image” lessons with year 10’s at TGGS this week. 

30th • LiNX Team “innovation” meeting this week. 
 

October 
Week Beginning 

7th • Pray for the RE lessons taking place across this term 

14
th
 • Mentoring at The Spires College with Charlie 

21st • For a restful half term break for the team, staff and students. 

28th • Pray for the Christian Unions meeting in schools this week. 
 

November 
Week Beginning 

4th • Pray for the three after school drop-ins taking place this week. 

11
th
 • Mentoring at St Cuthbert Mayne School with the LiNX Team. 

18th • LiNX 22nd Celebration evening this Friday 

25th • “The dangers of binge drinking” lessons with year 10’s at TGGS. 
 

December 
Week Beginning 

2nd • Please pray for the LiNX Trustees as they meet this week. 

9
th
 • Christmas lesson taking place in many schools this week. 

16th • For the staff and students in their final week before Christmas. 

23rd • May God bless you all this Christmas and throughout 2020. 

30th • Pray for the team as they spend time with their families. 



 

We love to share about all that 
God is doing through LiNX, so 

every month there will be a Sunday available that your church could 
have a pair of LiNX team members come along to update and 
encourage your church about reaching young people across the 
secondary schools of Torbay!   
 

The dates currently available are… 
22

nd 
Sept  13

th
 Oct  24

th
 Nov 

15
th
 Dec  26

th
 Jan  9

th
 Feb 

22
nd

 March 19
th
 April  10

th
 May 

 

Contact the office to book in your church visit. 

LiNX Sundays 

The LiNX Team  
Please continue to pray  
for the team in the   
work they do. 
From left to right:  

Johnny Watts 
Philip Eley 
Charlie Haywood 
Tim Funnell 
Chris Carter 
Matt Turner 
Jordan Williams 

Monday  Paignton Academy, Christian Union with Philip 

Tuesday  Mad Moo’s Milk Bar, at Paignton Baptist after School. 

Wednesday  Team meeting in the morning  

Paignton Academy, Upper School Christian Union with Philip 

St Cuthbert Mayne, Christian Union with Jordan 

Torquay Academy, lunch club with Jordan 

Hele Drop In, at Hele Road Baptist after school with Jordan. 

‘RE:Fuel’, after school drop in at Brixham Baptist 

Thursday  Torquay Girls Grammar School, Christian Union with Charlie  

Churston Ferrers Grammar , Christian Union with Philip & Matt 

Torquay Academy, Basket Ball club with Tim and Jordan 

Friday  Brixham College, Lunch Club with Matt 

The Spires Lunch Club with Charlie 

LiNX’s regular weekly activities in schools 



Torquay Academy (TA) is 
now one the fastest growing 

schools in the bay if not 
the country. Over recent 

years they have had huge 
changes both to the building 

and the culture of the school.  
 

I have had the privilege of working within this school 
since 2016 and love working there for many reasons.  
There is always something happening, a great buzz in 
the atmosphere and never a dull moment.  
 

Over the past three years I have worked alongside the behaviour 
intervention and pastoral teams of the school. This has provided 
countless opportunity for one to one mentoring and small group 
work. These opportunities allow us to build a strong, positive 
relationship with students which helps build a positive reputation for 
LiNX within the school.  
 

LiNX has been running an after school basketball club at TA for 
seven years where, every week, Tim and myself meet with 20-40 
young people (many of which I have already met through 
mentoring) and enjoy learning new skills, making new friends and 
remaining fit and healthy. We also run a lunch club every week 
alongside Linda Smith from Hele Rd Baptist and an after school 
Milkshake Bar at Hele Rd Baptist.  This provides opportunities to 
connect with young people supporting their social and emotional 
needs and to invite them to Elevate .  
 

Excitingly this year we have had new lesson opportunities within 
the RE department. We have been able to work in partnership with  
                  The Gideons and distributed over 100 bibles. We have 
                                           been able to take local ministers in to  
                                                                       answer some of the 

School Focus 
Torquay  
Academy 



big questions young people have about Jesus, faith and life. These 
sessions have taken place throughout the year covering years 9, 10 
and 11, enabling us to share the Christian faith with over 500 young 
people and introduce them to local church leaders.  
 

    From the success of these lessons 
we were asked to lead an Easter 
assembly to explain the Christian 
faith and meaning of Easter. 
Myself and Tim led these 
assemblies which involved an 
unfair quiz between the head of 
year and a student. As a 
punishment for the head of year 
(inevitably) losing the quiz, they 
would have a raw egg cracked 
on their head. The moment 
before we cracked the egg, 

myself or Tim would take the 
consequence for the teacher, to the teachers great 

relief! Illustrating the meaning of Easter, of Jesus death on the 
cross taking the consequence we deserved for our mistakes. We 
ran these assemblies for year 7,8 and 10 with over 700 young 
people hearing this message.  
 

Torquay Academy is a fantastic school and I love serving this 
community on behalf of LiNX. We are excited about the 
opportunities that we have had over the past year and know that 
there are many more to come in the next academic year. 
 

Jordan Williams 



When two 
organisations 
come together to 
share ideas, 
people-power and 
resources, it creates 
fertile ground for ideas to flourish generating 
a genuine two-way sharing of ideas and 
resources, the results can be 
incredible.  
 

Everything LiNX does is in 
partnership with churches, 
schools, and volunteers. But 
what is less well known is our 
close links with local 
organisations. LiNX has close 
ties with organisations in the 
voluntary, arts, informal 
education, and statutory 
youth sectors. These 
relationships have developed exciting 
projects over the years. Some of these 
have been one-offs, while others have been regularly 
revisited over the 
years. Those 
mentioned here are 
not a complete list 
of partners, but 
more a snap-shot 
of some of the local 
organisations which 
we consider 
friends.  

Local  
Partnerships 

Sound 
Communities  
One of the recent 

partnerships is Sound Communities, who came 
to join us at the Elevate summer week.  Working 
with Elevate young people they created and 
broadcast an online radio programme, 
showcasing the work of Elevate and LiNX. 



Street and  
School Pastors 
We have been working with 

Street and School Pastors for 
the past 5 years. Jordan and 
Charlie were part of the school 
pastor team in Torquay for a 
number of years and we also 
provide training to new Street 
Pastors on ‘Youth Culture’. 

Youth 
Genesis  

Youth Genesis started life as ‘The Brixham Churches Youth 
Work Project’ in October 2007 and have grown to be a bay-
wide support for young people, particularly to those at-risk or 
struggling. They have a Christian Ethos similar to that of 
LiNX, and we prayerfully and practically support each other, 
as well as sharing training ideas and resources. Recently, we 
have worked together on some emotional health workshops.   

SWYM 
As a local youth work training 
provider SWYM and LiNX have 
a close partnership, with LiNX 
delivering schools work training  
and SWYM students also 
supporting LiNX in schools,  

Most recently some of the team 
have worked alongside SWYM 
and Urban Saints to host venues 
at this year’s SPREE event.  

The Gideons 
The Gideons aim to 
share the gospel more 
widely, by enabling 
people to engage with 

the Bible. LiNX work regularly with The 
Gideons to provide this opportunity in 
schools. Every school is different and 
the LiNX can liaise with the school, as 
well as being a friendly face alongside 
the Gideon’s representative. Over 600 
Bibles have been given out in 4 
different schools in Torbay in the last 
academic year.  

Love Sports 
It has been great to work alongside Love 
Sports within one of the Pupil Referral Units 

in Torbay. LiNX has been working within this unit for the past three 
years and we have had the chance to build a strong relationship with 
both staff and students. Love Sports have lead some sport sessions 
to encourage the students to engage in some of the outreach 
sessions they are running within the wider community. It was great to 
work together and support Love Sports in meeting these students 
and encouraging this new relationship to form. 



It is amazing to think that LiNX 
has been working with young 

people in the secondary schools of 
Torbay for over 22 years.  Not only that, 
but LiNX exists as an extension of the local 
church, a team of people commissioned by 
Torbay churches to reach out with the 
Good News and love of Jesus. 
 

To make this happen, and to ensure that 
all our work is covered by prayer and 
adequately resourced, we rely on LiNX 
Reps.  These are individuals that will 

speak up for the work we are doing, in 
their own church, handing out 
newsletters, signing people up to the 
monthly prayer emails, maybe even 
doing some fundraising among the 
church family. 
 

If you aren’t sure who the LiNX Rep is at 
your church, or you would like to volunteer 
to become one, please get in touch, we’d 

love to have you on board! 
 

Likewise, if you haven’t heard from 
a LiNX team member in a while, 
and you’d like your church to hear 

some stories first hand, please get 
in touch.  Please see the centre 

pages of this newsletter to 
see some available dates. 

 

  We love to visit churches 
around Torbay to get people 
excited about the important work 
that the team are doing in the 

secondary schools in our 
community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LiNX Reps 



LiNX Christian Youth Trust  
Gift Aid Form 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts  
of money made (please tick all boxes you wish to apply) 

                 Today                  

                 in the past 4 years 

                 in the future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year 
(6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p 
of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2014. 

Donor Details: Email: 
 

Title: 
 

First name or initial(s): 

Surname: 
 

Full home address:   
                                                                              

Postcode: 

Phone Number:              
 

Church connection: 

Signature:                                                                                             Date: 
 

Please notify the charity or CASC if you: 
Want to cancel this declaration 
Change your name or home address 

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 
 If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief 
due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask 
HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

Please complete and return to:- LiNX, 1a Clifton Road, Paignton, Devon, TQ3 3LN 

Signature:    Date:  

 I enclose a gift for £  ___    (cheques payable to ‘LiNX Christian Youth Trust’) OR 

For Office use . Our Ref…………………… 

LiNX takes your privacy seriously and will only use 
your personal information to administer your 

donations and to provide any other information you 
have requested from us. 

Monthly Standing Order Form 
 

Please pay LiNX the sum of £ __________  
 

In words   _    
 

Every month starting on    

Your details  
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS ) 
 

Title: Mr/ Mrs/ Miss/ Ms/ Rev/ Dr/ 
Other…… 
 
 

First Name    ___ 
 

 

Surname    ___ 
 

 

Address  _____________ 
 

     __ 
 

 

Postcode   ____________ 

Your bank account details: 
 

 

Bank Account no.      
 

Bank Sort code       
 

Bank Name       
 

Bank Address   _______   
 

        



LiNX Christian Youth Trust   
1a Clifton Road, Paignton,  
DEVON, TQ3 3LN 
01803 557044   
info@linxyouth.net  
www.linxyouth.net 
Reg. Charity No. 1067449 
Company No. 3469992 

mailto:info@linxyouth.net
http://www.linxyouth.net

