
Termly News 

Summer 2022 
May - August 



It has been so great 
to get back into a rhythm 

of spending time every 
week at Torquay 
Academy. Thursday is my 

TA day, and I love it! 

Over the last few years we’ve got to 
know the various pastoral leads for each 

year group, and in turn, a number of other 
staff involved in the well-being of the students, such as 

heads of year groups, heads of departments, and various 
members of the senior leadership team. I mainly work with years 7, 
8 & 9, and every Thursday from 9am until 3pm I have a mixture of 
one to ones and small groups that I work with. Some of these, I’ve 
been seeing for a number of weeks now, others I spend time with 
on a more ‘as and when’ basis i.e. if they’re having a particularly 
bad week. 

The time I spend with each of these young people, either on their 
own or in small groups, is an opportunity to simply check-in with 
them, listening to them and trying to be an encouragement. I’ll 
admit, it’s not always easy. Some of these young people have 
experienced things that no child should, making daily challenges 
we all face seem more difficult for them to overcome. It’s also hard 
when I leave a session thinking it’s been really impactful and then 
see them out of lesson, or even out of school the next day or so. 
Please pray for this ongoing work, that it makes a difference to 
these young people’s lives, and empowers them to make good 
choices each day to work toward a more positive future. 

The other part of what I do in Torquay Academy is quite different… 
Basketball! In fact, the basketball club I run at this school is one of 
the first things I started when I first joined LiNX back in 2012! Over 
the years, the club has fluctuated slightly in  numbers, but it’s           
    always been one of the most popular after 
       school clubs, and this        
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year is the same with 
about 30-40 attending 
most weeks. On top of 
the main session 
which has always 
welcomed 
Torquay 
Academy 
students of any 
ability, creating a fun 
environment for the full 
hour, we have now 
launched an extra session 
after this for the Academy 
basketball team. Each week, I work 
with around 15 young people that are willing to put in the extra 
training to learn new skills and work together. The basketball club is 
a fantastic opportunity to pour positivity into these young people, 
and I love seeing the way so many of them respond to positive 
affirmation. Whether they are scoring baskets, or just putting in the 
effort to improve, speaking out words of encouragement seems to 
have a physical impact on their posture and character! 

It’s been great this year to be joined by some of the Love Sports 
team, a project run by Glo Torbay church. Toby Chant has loads of 
experience in coaching, especially basketball, so it’s so helpful to 
have him pop in occasionally to input the sessions. Ydson, an 
intern placement from South West Youth Ministries,                        
is also a huge blessing as he comes most weeks                            
to support the young people and input their                                     
basketball training. 

                    Tim Funnell 





Role Description 
In partnership with LiNX staff the Volunteer Mentor would be 
connected with individual young people in a Torbay Secondary 
School with the purpose of following the                            mentoring 
programme.  Mentors will provide listening, support and appropriate 
resources to enable the young person to develop better strategies 
to manage their emotional health.  
 

Role Specifications 
• Demonstrate ability to communicate, connect and engage 

with young people effectively. 

• Available and willing to commit to at least 1 hour a week 
during school hours (usually 9am-3pm) for a minimum of 1 
academic year. 

• Successful completion of the LiNX Volunteer Training 
Programme - Dates and time to be confirmed.   

• Provide or willing to apply for a DBS check to work with 
young people. 

 

Application Process 
To apply, visit www.linxyouth.net/vacancies to download the 
application form and email your completed form to 
transform@linxyouth.net with the subject header of “Volunteer 
Mentor Application”. 
 

For more information or to talk to 
someone about the role please 
contact the LiNX Office. 
Telephone: 01803 557044 

Vacancy -  
Volunteer Mentor 

Produced as part of the work of LiNX Christian Youth Trust 
       info@linxyouth.net           www.linxyouth.net 

Reg Charity No. 1067449   Company No.3469992 

http://www.linxyouth.net/vacancies
mailto:transform@linxyouth.net?subject=Volunteer%20Mentor%20Aplication


LiNX has been delivering 
Christmas lessons for a few 

years to a number or different 
schools, but it’s only fairly 

recently that schools are starting 
to ask us to follow this up with an 

Easter lesson too. This is a great 
opportunity to present the Easter 
Story and encourage students to 
think about the concept of what it 
means to sacrifice to help others. 

The gateway into all of this is of course 
chocolate!  With statistics showing that 
10% of all chocolate bought in the UK is  
bought at Easter and roughly £153 
million being spent on Easter Eggs in 
2020, for many 

chocolate has become 
synonymous with Easter. The 

conversation in the lesson 
focuses on how students 

celebrate Easter, why the image 
of the egg, bunnies and chicks is 
connected to it all and finally why 
Christianity celebrates this 
particular festival.  It’s been 
really encouraging in these 
discussions to see how much 
students actually know about the 
topic, though there is always confusion 
about how it can be a “Good Friday” when 
Jesus dies. 

The lesson then shifts focus to an “alien invasion”! Sounds odd, 
we know, but we challenge students to suggest one object or 
person that might be valuable enough as a sacrifice / offering to 
the aliens to spare the human race.   

Lesson Focus 

Easter 



This produces a few 
varying answers   
including, school (so they 
can get rid of it), their phone, 
their dog, chocolate and even 
themselves.  The culmination of 
this discussion is to think about 
what it means to sacrifice something, 
or indeed yourself, for the benefit of 
others, and how that might be remembered 
and respected.  Ultimately we are able to move the conversation to 
draw parallels between this activity and Jesus’ actions on the cross.   

Returning to the chocolate theme we highlight this again with a 
game of chocolate roulette with some tasty milk chocolate and 
some very bitter 100% dark chocolate on offer.  The students 
playing the game have the choice on their turn to risk their outcome 
on the spin of the wheel or choose to take the 100% bitter 
chocolate which would then provide every other player with the 
tasty milk chocolate.  Again the parallels are drawn between the 
game and Jesus’ actions of, despite knowing what it would cost 
Him, being prepared to pay the price to restore the relationship 
between humanity and God. 

Finally, we conclude the lesson looking at the Bible verse John 3:16 
as a summation of the Easter story and the idea, unique to 
Christianity, that God loves humans so much that he was willing to 
sacrifice His Son, and something of Himself, to ensure that we 
could receive something greater. 

These lessons, alongside our Christmas lessons, are a great 
opportunity to present and explore the core message of Christianity 
and provide Year 7 students with a great introduction to us at LiNX, 
and the Christian faith. 

Matt Turner 



LiNX Prayer Diary  

May 
Week Beginning  

2
nd

 • For the Peer Mentoring Training at The Spires College. 

9
th
 • Pray for the Volunteer Mentors who start training this week. 

16
th
 • For the team who are on retreat this week. 

23
rd

 • Charlie, Philip & Tim in their 1:1 mentoring sessions this week. 

30
th
 • Pray for the team, staff and students on half term this week. 

 

June 
Week Beginning  

6
th
 • For all students currently taking exams. 

13
th
 • Pray for the team teaching in RE lessons this week. 

20
th
 • Pray for the Torbay groups headed to SPREE this weekend. 

27
th
 • Matt & Philip are teaching as part of a PSHE day at Churston. 

 

July 
Week Beginning  

4
th
 • Pray for the all the youth programmes being run this summer 

11
th
 • For the team as they teach their final lessons of the term. 

18
th
 • For staff and students in their final weeks before the summer. 

25
th
 • Pray for Tim as he is involved at Creationfest this week. 

 

August 
Week Beginning  

1
st
 • For the young people who were mentored this term by LiNX. 

8
th
 • For the team that they would know rest over the holidays. 

15
th
 • Pray that God will continue to work in young peoples lives. 

22
nd

 • For the LiNX team as we begin to prep for a new term. 

29
th
 • For the new Year 7’s as they prepare to start their new schools. 

 



Pray for the LiNX Team 
 

Please continue to pray for each of the team 
through this summer term as they work to support 

young people in schools. 
 
 
 

 

From left to right:  
Philip Eley, Charlie Haywood, Tim Funnell, Matt Turner 



Rest is a Biblical principle. It’s 
there from the beginning, 
modelled and recommended 

by God. Which made me 
wonder if I was taking it seriously 

enough. 

 I’m very fortunate that LiNX as 
an organisation take it seriously as 

well. Working for LiNX we get termly 
personal retreat days, plus occasional 

team retreat days. I hugely value these 
rest times and there is no doubt that they 

make me more effective in my work, and help in 
my discipleship.  

  Since new year I’ve been exploring rest further 
in my personal life, committing myself to half an 
hour of intentional rest every-day. This pattern 
has been really helpful to me. I’ve also been 
thinking about different types of rest: social, 
emotional, physical, mental, creative, 
natural and spiritual. By considering these 
different types of rest I have been able to 
feel more fully rested.  

I’ve been doing all this for my 
personal discipleship, but it does 
have consequences for my work with 

LiNX. When I teach a lesson, or 
listen to a student, or help a 
small group of students, I 
want to give them my full 
attention. I feel a 
responsibility as an 
ambassador of Christ to 
be the best I can be. To 
do that I need to be 
fully rested. 

 

Rest 



The world often seems to value busyness. People often ask me ‘are 
you busy?’ Sometimes I am, and then I say so, but especially this 
year, I’ve also been telling people when I’m well rested. When I say 
that, people sometimes look at me as if I’ve just told them I can fly! I 
like modelling a rested life, it feels like the right thing to do.  

At LiNX we are constantly on show, modelling the Christian 
life. Students ask us about our personal lives as well as our 
beliefs. They gain a huge understanding of what it looks like to 
be a Christian in the modern world through us. We’re not 
perfect – far from it! But we are role models to many of 
the students we work with. Because I am convinced that 
a rested life is both Biblical and great for our wellbeing 
then that is the life I will model whenever I can.  

Philip Eley 



Trustee  

Profiles 
Get to know 

our fantastic 

trustees a little 

better with 

these little 

facts files. 





David Borrows 
Trustee - Minutes Secretary 

Day Job: Retired Physics Teacher 

Years as a  
LiNX Trustee: Around 8 years 

Why did you 
become a LiNX 
Trustee: 

To support the work of 
LiNX in Torbay Schools. 

Why should 
people support 
LINX: 

Because they share the 
Good News face to face 

with young people in 
schools. 



We would like to be able to stay in contact 
with you and keep you informed of future 
LiNX activities and information regarding 
the wider work of LiNX.  If you would like to 
receive this information please complete 
and return the form below and we will 
contact you: 

NAME     

 

 (tick as appropriate) 

 
NEWSLETTER 

(by post)   

ADDRESS 

 

 
NEWSLETTER 

(by email)   

   
MONTHLY 

PRAYER EMAIL  
 

   
VOLUNTEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

   
REGULAR 

GIVING 
 

EMAIL  
 

One off donations can also be made online by visiting  
www.give.net/linxyouth 

 

Return completed forms to: 
LiNX Christian Youth Trust,  

1a Clifton Road, Paignton, DEVON, TQ3 3LN 
 

You can unsubscribe at anytime by contacting the LiNX office.   

GIVING BY MOBILE PHONE     

To donate to LiNX Christian Youth Trust now 
please text “LINX5” to 70970 to give £5 

(Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the National Funding Scheme (Charity No: 1149800),  
operating as DONATE. Texts will be charged at your standard network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see www.easydonate.org)  

http://www.easydonate.org/


LiNX Christian Youth Trust   
1a Clifton Road, Paignton,  
DEVON, TQ3 3LN 
01803 557044   
info@linxyouth.net  
www.linxyouth.net 
Reg. Charity No. 1067449 
Company No. 3469992 

Probability of Matt using a 
Lego illustration in lessons 

Yes 

Also Yes         
but in Green 

Tim’s shots on target during 
basketball training… 
                Claimed       Actual 
 

He  
Shoots 

 

He  
scores 

Stats. Edition 

Graph showing the growth of paper 
on Philips desk 
over a school year.  
*The dip indicates 
Charlie tidying to 
prevent a landslide on       
to her desk.  

Amount of coffee that 
Charlie must drink on 
a given day before she 
can “deal with any of 
the teams nonsense!” 

Actual Real Stats... 
Since end of Oct 2021 across 5 schools LiNX has delivered: 

 

 
 

 

 

TOTAL so far  
680 sessions delivered  

209 individuals benefitted 
Trained 32 yr10 Peer Mentors, 

supporting approx 40 yr7's 

54 Small group sessions 
working with 44 individuals 

594 1:1 Mentoring 
sessions working 
with 93 individuals 

mailto:info@linxyouth.net
http://www.linxyouth.net

