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Teaching  
From A  
Screen 



‘What a year’… I’ve heard 
that phrase a few times 

recently, said with different tone 
and emphasis depending on the 

individual’s journey, and their outlook. 
Personally, it has certainly been a 

learning curve, adapting (like many others) 
to new forms of digital communication, and 

using these platforms and other media to try to 
stay connected to one another at LiNX, and of course the 

school and church communities. Generally speaking, life at LiNX 
has a ‘flow’, with a mixture of regular commitments and sporadic 
but manageable one-off opportunities that present themselves, 
creating a natural rhythm that we work with. However, this year it 
has been more like an on-off tap, with periods of no opportunity 
whatsoever (and feeling quite lost/frustrated!) and then sudden 
requests from various schools for immediate support or input… 
quite a different way of working, that’s for sure! 
 

One main challenge I have personally 
struggled with during this past year 
has been the ability to plan ahead and 
be creative in mission. What I mean by 
this is that while the vision of LiNX 
remains the same - to reach and 
support Torbay young people in the 
schools and helping them to reach their 
full potential - exactly how we do that 
has not often been clear. Part of my 
role in LiNX is to seek God for 
wisdom and inspiration, to 
share it with the team, and together 
come up with projects, programmes 
and missional opportunities that we then 
plan for logistically. This past year it’s 
been impossible to plan ahead, and to 
borrow a phrase from a friend of mine, ‘all 
our plans are written in pencil’. Please 
pray for us as we continue to seek God 
for wisdom in the waiting, and that one day 
soon not all our plans will be pencilled in. 
 

Making Plans 
in Pencil 



One thing I am very thankful for is the way in which I feel as though 
God has drawn me closer to himself. A software app I use that you 
may be familiar with, Lectio365, has been a daily blessing to me. It 
has helped me centre my thoughts on God by anchoring my heart 
in prayer and scripture. I’m confident I’ve spent more time in prayer 
this year than ever before, whether at home in between home 
schooling our three kiddos, or out prayer walking to the schools in 
Torbay. My prayers have sometimes been silent and other times 
loud, sometimes through tears and other times through laughter. 
I’m so thankful that our sighing is not hidden from God (Psalm 
38:9), as I’ve certainly done quite a bit of that this year too. God is 
faithful. Although I haven’t been able to physically see the impact of 
the Gospel being communicated, or the many various ways that we 
communicate the kindness and love of God in schools, I have been 
reminded that our prayers are like waves that gently but gradually 
change the landscape… because of the force that is behind them. 
The power of God is at work in our prayers, we must persist, please 
join us! 

Tim Funnell 



Like many people I’ve been 
adapting to some new ways of 
working during lockdown. I 
spent most of the first 
lockdown helping to write a 
training programme for our up-
coming Toolbox Mentoring 

Training. You will hear 
more about this exciting 

project over the next few months. As 
soon as we can, we are planning to 

train individuals to go into schools, with 6 weeks of training and a 
whole pack of unique resources, to mentor students. By the time I 
had done as much as I could with that, some of the schools were 
beginning to approach LiNX for a lot more help with their home 
learning. This has involved two ways of working on lessons: live 
lessons and video lessons. As a team, we’ve become quite adept 
at producing video content for schools. There is a diverse roster of 
talents which need to be employed to make good video content, 
including script writing, video editing, acting, presenting and video 
production. I can’t do ANY of the technical jobs which need doing, 
but we are blessed with others in the team who can do that.  

 

 

 

Teaching  
from behind  
a Screen 



What I can bring is some useful 
experience in online acting and script-
writing. Still others in the team bring 
skills in presentation and content 
creation. I find it amazing and 
humbling when I reflect on how God 
has given us such complimentary 
skills for a time like this.   

Alongside the video content, I’ve also 
been involved in live on-line lessons. 
When pupils are doing a topic which I 
know a lot about, or have personal 
experience of, I can be invited into the 
school’s on-line classroom as a guest 
to present to the class. My years of 
experience as a teacher have stood 
me in good stead for this 
experience, but it has still been a 
steep learning curve to adapt my 
‘real life’ experiences of teaching with 
this on-line world. Instead of 
presenting to a class of happy faces, 
all I can see on my screen are 
thumbnails and avatars. Instead of 
seeing hands go up to ask questions, questions suddenly appear in 
the chat box alongside the screen. Instead of being in a familiar 
classroom, I’m sat at a desk in my children’s playroom surrounded 
by Lego on the floor. Having said all that, I still love it. I love that I 
can still connect with the young people, and remind them that LiNX 
Christian Youth Trust is still here and we still care about them and 
want to support them in any ways we can. I Love that it feels like 
we are beginning to bridge into a time when schools will open 
again, and that LiNX is still needed by the schools and that we can 
still be a blessing to pupils, teachers and all staff.  

Philip Eley 



LiNX Prayer Diary  

Charlie Haywood 
 

This term I will be continuing to teach PSHE 
lessons to year 10s at Torquay Girls. Please pray 
that these go well despite having to make some 
changes due to the restrictions in the classroom. I 
will be returning to St Cuthbert Mayne to run some 
small groups and one to one mentoring. We will 

also be mentoring some students at The Spires 
College over zoom. Please pray that we are able to 
support the students effectively in all these situations.  

Chris Carter 
Please pray as I continue to work sometimes 
remotely and sometimes in the office, please pray 
for our Team meetings, that these are fruitful and 
encouraging to all the Team. Please also pray for 
the continued smooth running of the office side of 
the work and that our communications are relevant, 
timely and useful.  

Tim Funnell 
I’m so thankful that some schools are inviting us back 

in to come alongside students with regular 
mentoring and small group work. Praise God for this 
opportunity to show his love to young people in this 
way. Please pray that we’ll also be able to restart 
other regular work that is more overt in sharing the 
Good News of Jesus. I believe this combination of 
serving young people and school communities, 

alongside relevant Gospel presentation is the best 
way to demonstrate God’s kingdom.  



Philip Eley 
As we return to schools for mentoring it's becoming 
very apparent how much support is needed for 
students at the moment. Please pray for all 
students, but particularly those I'm currently 
mentoring at Torquay Academy, Spires, and 
Cuthbert Mayne. Can I also ask for prayer for my 
Transform groups, as we talk about Self Esteem and 
Emotional health together.  

Jordan Williams 
I am so thankful to God for being able to return to 
Torquay Academy, the Medical Tuition Service 
and Brunel Academy in person. Please continue 
to pray for the amazing one to one and small 
group mentoring that is taking place. Please pray 
for the logistics the staff have to continue to work 
through and for peace for both students and staff 
at the schools I get to work in.  

Matt Turner 
As a result of the new guidelines in schools 
opportunities for teaching in lessons has reduced 
significantly.  Please pray for continued 
development of new ideas and innovations that 
LiNX can use to keep supporting schools in 
lessons.   



The past year has been 
strange and difficult and 

yet ‘life giving’ at the same 
time! I am quite a sociable 

person by nature so have 
struggled with not being able to 

meet up with people face to face. I 
find meetings on the screen 
uncomfortable, and I really don’t like 

being recorded!! I love my job and 
have struggled with having to be 

furloughed so much. I have spent a lot of time at 
home and I’m sure my dog is sick of the sight of me, 
let alone my children!! 

However, amongst all that, I have found such 
peace in the stopping. My relationship with God 
has grown and I have been able to find healing 
and restoration from a very difficult few years in 
my personal life. I thank God for the way that he 
has used this time to minister to me. 

So, what have I been doing during the year of the 
pandemic? Well, when the schools are open, I 

have been able to go into Torquay Girls Grammar 
School to teach some PSME (Personal, Social, 
Moral Education) lessons with the year 10s which 
is great. We have covered topics such as Body 

Image, Handling Stress and Healthy Relationships. 
It has been good to be back teaching lessons 

although I have had to do some adjustment to the 
content due to the restrictions. 

 

 

Getting out of  
my comfort 
zone 



Unfortunately, I have not been able to go into The Spires College or 
St Cuthbert Mayne School to do mentoring since March 2020 as 
they have been closed to visitors, and all lunch clubs have stopped. 
I really miss these elements of my work. However, I have recently 
been asked to do some online mentoring over zoom with some 
students at Spires, which has started well. It is not the same as 
meeting them face to face but at least I am able to provide some 
level of support again. I will also be going back into Cuthbert Mayne 
after Easter to do some small groups and one to one mentoring. 

In January I completed some online training in the area of mental 
health which has been very useful. I am now a Mental Health First 
Aider which is a very helpful qualification to have within my work. 

I have also done some volunteering within the community, 
delivering prescriptions and, more recently, helping at the 
vaccination centre in Brixham.  

One way for LiNX to stay connected with our supporters has been 
to ramp up our online presence and this has been a real challenge 
for me. Over the past year we have done various recordings for the 
Facebook page…. something I 
have not enjoyed!! And when 
the schools closed again in 
January, I recorded some 
content for Torquay Girls 
Grammar School to use online 
for their PSME lessons. This 
has all been a huge learning 
curve for me and I have 
moved a long way out of my comfort zone! 

But development wise that can only be a good thing. 
I’m now really looking forward to going back into school more 

again and seeing the young people. It will be great to be 
back but also very different. Please pray for me, that I 

can be effective in my role while adapting to new 
ways of working. 

Charlie Haywood 



Hopefully some of you will have had a chance to 
see our “Spring 2021 LiNX virtual church visit 
video” that has been available on our website 
(www.linxyouth.net/resources) and our new 
YouTube channel. Well we’re pleased to 
announce the latest video is set to go live 

shortly after the Easter 
holidays with more 
news from Tim around 
the latest 
developments in what 
the team have been 
doing, our hopes for 
the future and how 
you can support us 
both practically and 
prayerfully.  
 

We really do miss 
being able to connect with our 

supporters so hopefully you’ll find this interesting 
and helpful.  The team are also able to create customised 

messages for your church community and even “attend your 
service” virtually.  If you are interested in this please drop us an 
email to info@linxyouth.net as we’d love to continue sharing the 
good news 
stories and 
prayer needs 
of LiNX’s 
ongoing work. 

Virtual 
Church 
Visits 

http://www.linxyouth.net/resources
mailto:info@linxyouth.net?subject=LiNX%20Virtual%20Church%20Visits


We would like to be able to stay in contact 
with you and keep you informed of future 
LiNX activities and information regarding 
the wider work of LiNX.  If you would like to 
receive this information please complete 
and return the form below and we will 
contact you: 

NAME     

 

 (tick as appropriate) 

 
NEWSLETTER 

(by post)   

ADDRESS 

 

 
NEWSLETTER 

(by email)   

   
MONTHLY 

PRAYER EMAIL  
 

   
VOLUNTEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

   
REGULAR 

GIVING 
 

EMAIL  
 

One off donations can also be made online by visiting  
www.give.net/linxyouth 

 

Return completed forms to: 
LiNX Christian Youth Trust,  

1a Clifton Road, Paignton, DEVON, TQ3 3LN 
 

You can unsubscribe at anytime by contacting the LiNX office.   

GIVING BY MOBILE PHONE     

To donate to LiNX Christian Youth Trust now 
please text “LINX5” to 70970 to give £5 

(Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the National Funding Scheme (Charity No: 1149800),  
operating as DONATE. Texts will be charged at your standard network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see www.easydonate.org)  

http://www.easydonate.org/


From Easter to the half term break 
the team are virtually walking. 
jogging and running the 630 miles 
of the South West Coastal path to 

raise money for our new Volunteer 
Mentoring Training programme.  

 

Currently the LiNX Team can support up to 200 young people each 
year but with the events of this last year the need and demand for 
this support has increased. We want to increase our capacity to 
support young people in these challenging time and our £600 target 
would provide the training, resources and support for 10 new 
mentors.  
 

For more details and to support us financially in this challenge visit 
www.give.net/linx630  and follow the teams progress with 
regular updates through our Facebook Page.
(www.facebook.com/linxyouth)  

LiNX Christian Youth Trust   
1a Clifton Road, Paignton,  
DEVON, TQ3 3LN 
01803 557044   
info@linxyouth.net  
www.linxyouth.net 
Reg. Charity No. 1067449 
Company No. 3469992 

630 MILES 
Challenge 

http://www.give.net/linx630
http://www.facebook.com/linxyouth
mailto:info@linxyouth.net
http://www.linxyouth.net

