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For those that don’t already know, 
Joel Ward, Youth Pastor at Upton Vale 
Baptist Church, is leaving Torbay to 
lead a church in Doncaster. We wanted 
to dedicate this page to him as a way of 
saying thank you for all his support and 
encouragement over the years. Joel has 
partnered with us on many things, most 
notably Elevate and the lunch club at The 
Spires College.  
 

Regarding Elevate, Joel has been 
involved from the very beginning, heading 
up the first ‘Rock Solid’  slots including 
crazy team games and relevant, 
accessible Christian content. Some of 
our fondest memories of Joel at Elevate 
include: 
 

• the time he made Charlie eat a whole    
    chilli; 
 

• the inspired frozen t-shirt game  
    where each team had to compete to  
    defrost a t-shirt enough to wear it; 

Goodbye 
Joel and 
Thanks for  
Everything! 



 
• that annoyingly incessant 

Shackles rap! 
 

• Throwing out balloons to the young 
people while playing ‘I predict a 
riot’! 

 

• And possibly biggest of all the 
many times of young people 
responding to the gospel because 
of his words 

 

He was also an advocate for Elevate 
in terms of its connection to youth 
work within the church context. He 
regularly invited the young people that 
attended Elevate to come along to the 
youth work at church on a Sunday or 
midweek, and this led to some 
significant faith commitments. Although he did manage to avoid 
getting gunged as a team leader (A point we’ll be passing on to 
his future church in case the opportunity arises)!! 
 

Joel was also keen to be involved within the school context and 
for many years he partnered with Charlie to run the lunch club at 
The Spires College. He was such a blessing to this work and the 
students loved him. Again this work led to a number of the young 
people we met attending youth clubs at the church and, in some 
cases, becoming Christians. 
 

We will all be very sad to see Joel leave but wish him many 
blessings on his new adventure! 

From all the LiNX Team 



After 7 months away, at the start of 
November, I was finally able to 
step back into Brixham College.  
This has not been a simple 
process but after multiple emails 
and having to complete various 

risk assessments and policy 
documents we were finally 

able to make it all work. 
 

The experience of “teaching in COVID” is an interesting one, as 
you might expect all staff and students wear face covings in 
public areas, corridors and as they enter and leave the 

classroom.  Staff are provided with spray cleaner 
and expected to wipe down all tables 
and surfaces used by students between 
lessons. This has the knock-on impact 
to the school day as lesson timings are 
adjusted to allow for this extra cleaning 
alongside the provision of “rolling” break 
times so that no more than two year 
groups are outside at anyone time to 
maintain social distancing guidelines.   

 

Within the classrooms themselves there 
are marked areas around teachers desks 
that students aren’t allowed to cross into.  

As a visitor I’m expected to stay in whilst in the classroom and 
industrial bottles of hand sanitizer are present in every classroom.   
 

As a visitor, armed with my reusable facemask, bottle of hand 
sanitizer, this is all manageable although it has meant some 
tweaks, adjustments, and a bit of extra thought to the lessons I 
would usually deliver.  For the teaching staff some of the first 
conversations I had with them were around how 
exhausted they found themselves after only half 
a term. The extra pressures of all the 
cleaning, additional regulations, 
changing structures and supporting 
students in dealing with them, was 
taking its toll.  
 

Schools 
work in a  
Pandemic 



Possibly more exhausting was how isolated one member of staff 
told me they felt.  She described how her day usually involved 
arriving in school, heading to her classroom and then staying 
there for much of the day with all lessons, breaks and now online 
staff meetings taking place within the same four walls. 
 

If you take nothing more from this article and stop reading now, I 
would implore you to pray for all the school staff, teaching and 
non-teaching, as they navigate this difficult time.  
 

Despite these challenges, this pandemic has prompted some 
exciting opportunities for LiNX to innovate some of the schools 
work we do.  You may have already noticed some of the 
additional video content we’ve been producing which has been 
born out of investing in practical resources to be able to send 
video content into schools for virtual lessons and assemblies.  
We’ve also had a request to start filming our lesson content to be 
used as part of home learning packages sent from schools to 
students who are having to isolate due to COVID-19, which we’re 
hoping to start doing more regularly in the new year. 

 

We’ve also been able to make 
use of online meeting forums. 
Jon Petts, from Brixham 
Community Church, and I, from 
the comfort of our own venues 
were able to run a Q&A session 
for the whole of Year 7 (8 
classes at once).  Taking live 
questions from students in their 
classrooms thinking about the 
importance that Religion and faith 
plays in people’s lives as part of 
Prejudice & Diversity PSHE day. 

 

At LiNX we are committed to continuing to invest our time and 
resources into these new ideas.  Delivering content in innovative  
ways believing that God has something new for the work that 
LiNX does in schools, and that the current circumstances will 
provide new and greater opportunities for us to be able to serve 
the schools of Torbay. 

Matt Turner 



Like with many things in 2020, we 
also have had to adapt how we 

celebrat another year of LiNX’s 
work, thanking God for the 
ongoing provision of 

opportunities and resources 
to make it possible.  The 

adaption is going to be 
quite ground breaking for 

us as a team, as we responded to 
the times and started learning how to speak to a camera instead of 
faces – which isn’t as easy as it looks!  We’ve even created a mini 
studio at the LiNX offices where we can create all sorts of content 
(which some of you might have seen on Facebook during advent!), 
which I’m sure will continue long after covid-19.   

So what can you expect from this new look? 

We’ve been so blessed over the last decade or so 
to have partnered with Joel Ward, youth pastor at 
Upton Vale Baptist, working together on lots of 
youth work in and out of schools.  Joel sent us 
over a really encouraging message, unpacking his 
perspective on schools work and the importance of 
strong partnerships between local churches and 
ministries like LiNX.  We wish him our very best as 
he moves with his fantastic family up near Doncaster to lead a 

church there. 

On top of this you’ll get to hear from Ben 
Chadwick, vice principal at Torquay 
Academy and from Steve Edwards, our 
newest trustee and treasurer, sharing some 
of their experiences of LiNX.   

Annual  
Celebration 
2020 



We’re also collecting input from young people 
themselves, giving us direction in how we can all 
pray for the young people of Torbay.   

As we are in the process of getting all of this 
content together for release in the New Year please 
do continue to pray for the young people across our 
community as they are also feeling the effects of 
living in this ‘Covid-world’.  Please also continue to 

pray for the ongoing work of LiNX, that we can 
continue reaching out to young people with the Good 
News of Jesus and the transformational impact he 
can have on their lives! 

We look forward to sharing all of this 
with you. 



LiNX Prayer Diary  

Charlie Haywood 
Please pray for the PSHE lessons that I have at 
Torquay Girls Grammar over the next few months 
looking at Body Image, The Dangers of Binge 
Drinking, Healthy Relationships and Handling 
Stress. 

Please pray that we will be able to start mentoring 
young people in the Spires College again soon. 

Chris Carter 
With COVID-19 having disrupted work in the office 
we ask for prayer for the smooth running of the 
administration in the coming months, so we can be 
more proactive in our work and pray that the Lord 
will help us in planning and preparations.  

Pray that the Lord will guide us in our 
communications with churches, schools and 
supporters, and help us to know the routes we 
should take to broaden our future communications.  

Tim Funnell 
Thank you for your ongoing prayer support for 
LiNX! Please continue to lift us up to the Lord as 
we seek to be guided by him in this season… we 
need His creativity and favour more than ever as 
we re-invent some of the ways that LiNX has 
worked over the years, so that we can continue 
to reach and support many young people with 

the love of Jesus. 



Philip Eley 
A new school for me this term, so I’d value your 
prayers for that. I’m going into Torquay Academy 
this week, which is a school I’ve not been to before. 
So pray that I quickly feel at home, that I find my 
way around and that I can be a blessing to the 
young people and the staff. There’s also a self 
esteem day in Brixham coming up so please pray for 
that too.  

Jordan Williams 
What a crazy year 2020 has been.  I am so 
grateful that since September I’ve had the 
opportunity to visit Torquay Academy and Brunel 
Academy. 

Please pray for mentoring and small groups at 
Torquay Academy and mentoring at Brunel that 
is ongoing. 

Matt Turner 
It’s been great to be able to get back in to Brixham 
College so please continue to pray for these 
opportunities and for continued safety for schools 
staff, students and the LiNX team in these 
situations. 

Please also pray for the continued development 
of new innovations and ideas to bring LiNX 
content in to schools. 



From Early 2021 the LiNX team 
are going to be undertaking a 

BIG fundraiser together. We 
are excited and nervous to 
announce that we are 

committed to running and 
walking 600 miles in 6 
weeks. We wanted to 

complete a challenge together 
as a team that would stretch us 

and push us. But the big reason for the 600 miles in 6 weeks 
challenge is to raise some money for a special piece of work we are 
developing this year.  
 

We are aiming to continue the development of our mentoring 
provision within schools. Over the last few years we have seen a 
huge increase in demand for one to one mentoring. This alongside 
the emotional challenges young people have faced throughout 
2020 has seen young people struggle even more with their mental 
and emotional health. Schools are seeing a huge demand for one 
to one help. This demand is quickly becoming more than we as a 
team can support. This has given us the opportunity to rethink our 
mentoring provision.  
 

We have spent the 
autumn term 
rebranding and 
improving our 
mentoring 
resources and 
developing a 
fantastic training 
programme. Our plan 
is to train volunteer 

600 MILES 
in 6 WEEKS 



mentors from local churches, giving them full support, extensive 
training and a whole raft of tried and tested resources. In this way 
we can gradually enlarge the capacity of mentors available, and 
continue to provide local schools with the help which they need. 
And, most importantly, we can support even more young people.  
 

We typically mentor a young person for 6-8 weeks so we have 
decided to have a fundraising event that will last the time a 
mentoring relationship lasts. This is why we have committed to the 
timeframe of 6 weeks, and why we will walk and run the 600 miles 
in this time. This will take place over the half term after Easter 
between Monday 5

th
 April till Monday 17

th
 May.  

 

All the money raised will go towards making this new venture 
accessible to recruiting, training, researching and supporting new 
mentors.  As a LiNX team we mentor up to 200 young people a 
year.  Developing this new venture will significantly increase our 
capacity to reach hundreds more young people, with self esteem, 
anger, behaviour and other challenges.   
 

If you would like to donate to this fundraising event and keep track 
of our progress please contact the office and keep an eye on our 

social media for updates on this event.  

Follow our progress and find all the  
details on how to sponsor the team at 

www.facebook.com/linxyouth 



LiNX is funded by its 
supporters, either 

individuals or churches, 
and occasional donations 
from other Trusts, and 

specific grants for projects, such as 
Elevate or after school drop-ins. We 

are very thankful for all those that financially support us; we could 
not do this work without you. 
 

In addition to regular Standing Orders, which form the bulk of our  
sustainable and core funding, there are other ways to raise funds 
for LiNX, some of which will cost you nothing at all... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donations directly received by us can also be Gift Aided, if you are 
able to do this and have not yet signed up to do so, please 
complete and return the form opposite. 

Supporting 
LiNX 

If you are 
shopping 

through Amazon then sign in 
through smile.amazon.co.uk, 
from there go to Your Account  
and select LiNX Christian Youth 
Trust as your chosen charity and 
LiNX will receive a percentage 
commission of certain purchases 
through Amazon.  

You can donate 
through Give.net 
just go online 

and type in Give.net, once 
on the page search for 
LiNX. Alternatively go to 
our website and click on 
the link at the bottom of our 
page.  

To donate £5 by 
mobile phone text 

“LINX5” to 70970 
(Fundraising payments and donations will be 
processed and administered by the National 
Funding Scheme (Charity No: 1149800), operating 
as DONATE.  Texts will be charged at your 
standard network rate.  For Terms & Conditons, 
see www.easydonate.org) 

If you shop 
on the 

internet you can get shops to 
donate to LiNX as you shop. All 
you need to do is install the 
Donation Reminder on your 
laptop or computer through 
easyfundraising.org.uk or the 
link on our website. Simply 
shop as normal and if a 
donation is available to LiNX 
you'll get a handy reminder in 
your browser. All you need to 
do is click the reminder to 
activate their donation to LiNX 
when you shop. 



LiNX Christian Youth Trust  
Gift Aid Form 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts  
of money made (please tick all boxes you wish to apply) 

                 Today                  

                 in the past 4 years 

                 in the future 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year 
(6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p 
of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2014. 

Donor Details: Email: 
 

Title: 
 

First name or initial(s): 

Surname: 
 

Full home address:   
                                                                              

Postcode: 

Phone Number:              
 

Church connection: 

Signature:                                                                                             Date: 
 

Please notify the charity or CASC if you: 
Want to cancel this declaration 
Change your name or home address 

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 
 If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief 
due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask 
HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

Please complete and return to:- LiNX, 1a Clifton Road, Paignton, Devon, TQ3 3LN 

Signature:    Date:  

 I enclose a gift for £  ___    (cheques payable to ‘LiNX Christian Youth Trust’) OR 

For Office use . Our Ref…………………… 

LiNX takes your privacy seriously and will only use 
your personal information to administer your 

donations and to provide any other information you 
have requested from us. 

Monthly Standing Order Form 
 

Please pay LiNX the sum of £ __________  
 

In words   _    
 

Every month starting on    

Your details  
(PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS ) 
 

Title: Mr/ Mrs/ Miss/ Ms/ Rev/ Dr/ 
Other…… 
 
 

First Name    ___ 
 

 

Surname    ___ 
 

 

Address  _____________ 
 

     __ 
 

 

Postcode   ____________ 

Your bank account details: 
 

 

Bank Account no.      
 

Bank Sort code       
 

Bank Name       
 

Bank Address   _______   
 

        



We would like to be able to stay in contact 
with you and keep you informed of future 
LiNX activities and information regarding 
the wider work of LiNX.  If you would like to 
receive this information please complete 
and return the form below and we will 
contact you: 

NAME     

 

 (tick as appropriate) 

 
NEWSLETTER 

(by post)   

ADDRESS 

 

 
NEWSLETTER 

(by email)   

   
MONTHLY 

PRAYER EMAIL  
 

   
VOLUNTEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

   
REGULAR 

GIVING 
 

EMAIL  
 

One off donations can also be made online by visiting  
www.give.net/linxyouth 

 

Return completed forms to: 
LiNX Christian Youth Trust,  

1a Clifton Road, Paignton, DEVON, TQ3 3LN 
 

You can unsubscribe at anytime by contacting the LiNX office.   

GIVING BY MOBILE PHONE     

To donate to LiNX Christian Youth Trust now 
please text “LINX5” to 70970 to give £5 

(Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the National Funding Scheme (Charity No: 1149800),  
operating as DONATE. Texts will be charged at your standard network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see www.easydonate.org)  

http://www.easydonate.org/


As you will be very aware, the way in which 
churches, schools and community groups 
gather has looked very different this year.  This 
has affected how we communicate with 
everyone too!  Fortunately, despite lockdown, 
LiNX was still able to ‘visit’ some churches 
virtually.  One as a recording of a Zoom chat , 

the other as a pre-recorded LiNX update and 
sermon.  We would love to continue to share 
regular updates with your church communities, and 

so we’re creating three ways to do that: 

Pre-recorded termly LiNX updates that could easily be played 
either during a virtual church meeting, or sent out in church news 
emails.  These could also be played at a live church service if 
you’re able to meet in person these will be available to play and 
download from our website from 2021. 

A customised message for your church community, perhaps 
covering a specific topic or school we work in, a part of our work, or 
a sermon on a bible verse/passage. 

‘Attend your service in person’ if you’d prefer to see one of us in 
real time, whether that’s in person at a physical service (subject to 

national and regional guidelines), or online at a virtual one – you decide! 

Please do consider one of these options as we’d really appreciate 
the opportunity to continue sharing the good news stories and 
prayer needs 
of LiNX’s 
ongoing work. 

Virtual 
Church 
Visits 



LiNX Christian Youth Trust   
1a Clifton Road, Paignton,  
DEVON, TQ3 3LN 
01803 557044   
info@linxyouth.net  
www.linxyouth.net 
Reg. Charity No. 1067449 
Company No. 3469992 

A full playlist of all our Advent Calendar videos is still 
available at www. facebook.com/linxyouth 

6 LiNX Team Members 
Get the definitive answer to 

the best Christmas Movies 
and Food… 
or at least the Teams 

opinions. 

8  Pass the Parcel Layers 
Charlie, Philip & Matt unwrapping the Christmas Story  through 8 
Bible readings focusing on different Nativity characters. 

15 Really Bad 
Cracker Jokes 

Mainly enjoyed by Philip 
and his new friend the 

Christmas Monkey. 

3 Christmas Prayers 
Weekly prayers from Tim, 

Jordan & Chris focusing on 
Peace, Joy and Hope. 

The Mince P ie  
Challenge Results 

Did you see our Advent 
Calendar throughout 

December on the LiNX 
Facebook page.   

If you missed it here are 
some of the highlights… 

LiNX ADVENT 
CALENDAR 

mailto:info@linxyouth.net
http://www.linxyouth.net

